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Concept Abstract 

 

Sub-Saharan African countries and Europe are facing new challenges concerning the expected 

development and cooperation paths. The last evaluations of the IMF suggest that the GDP of the Sub-

Saharan countries will have a 3.3% increase in 2018 and a 3.5% increase in 2019. Public, private and 

infrastructural investments, as well as a greater stability of commodity’s international prices, should 

sustain the growth. Of particular relevance are the initiatives in the energy field, especially for the 

renewables, in the agribusiness and regarding the creation of interconnected networks inside those 

countries and at the regional level. 

It is more and more undeniable the new role of Africa in the international market. The rhetoric of a 

lost continent, which witnesses only poverty and violence, is gradually surrendering to the idea of a 

dynamic area, rich of opportunities (not without contradictions) not only for big companies, but also 

for the medium and small ones, willing to catch the opportunities of emerging markets. 

Obviously, acknowledging that does not mean ignoring the unresolved social disparities, the 

persistent areas of poverty, the educational gap which limits the valorisation of the local human 

capital, the new challenges of the undergoing climate change and the enduring political tensions 

which afflict many countries. Indeed, the main challenges that governments must face are: (I) a proper 

management of natural resources to remove the causes of conflicts between states and paramilitary 

groups, spread in many regions; (II) policies of environmental resilience to face the shocks of climate 

change;(III) education policies to favour the growth of human capital, avoiding, from one side, the 

brain drain and, from the other side, developing training paths, with Europe assistance, aimed at 

promoting regular and transparent migration, which take into account the standards and the job market 

of our continent. 

Hence, the new course undertaken by the Italian cooperation, which is aimed to overcome the mere 

assistance paradigm and to strengthen the public-private partnership in managing and implementing 

Italian aid programmes, reflects the overall tendency of international donors in revising the 



segue                                                                                    

 

 2 

development aids tools with an equalitarian perspective. A vision which entails the creation of new 

profit and investment opportunities, taking as an example the initiatives of rising donors such as 

China. 

The EU, with its external Trust Fund, launched a 3.4€ billion plan, which should foster, thanks to the 

guarantees offered, the investments of European companies for around 44€ billion in 20 years. 

Italy is one of the main commercial partner with the region. The renewed interest in Africa of the past 

Italian governments suggests how the southern shore of the Mediterranean could be the new border 

of our economic system. However, it highlights also the need of a deep and constructive reflection 

about Europe-Africa future relations. Within this framework, co-development seems to be the only 

path to follow. 

Indeed, this approach is the most suitable for trust-building processes between different actors that 

make the cooperation long-lasting and more sustainable, favouring the achievement of above cited 

goals. 

The conference is promoted by the Italian Center for Peace in the Middle East (CIPMO) in 

collaboration with Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei (FEEM) and with the Institute of Global Studies 

(IGS). It is sustained by the Unità Analisi, Programmazione e Documentazione Storico-

diplomatica del Ministero degli Affari Esteri e della Cooperazione Internazionale and by 

Fondazione AEM and it highlights with accuracy that perspective for the Sub-Saharan scenario. 

 

Programme: 

 

Chairman:  

Janiki Cingoli, President of the Italian Center for Peace in the Middle East (CIPMO) 

 

Welcome Speech: 

Sabina Ratti, Director of Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei (FEEM) 

 

Institutional Greetings:  

Ugo Boni, Officer of the Analysis, Planning and Historical-Diplomatic Documentation Unit at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

Massimo Gaudina, Director of the European Commission Office in Milan  

Alberto Martinelli, President of Fondazione AEM  
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Introductive Speeches: 

The geo-strategic context 

Nicola Pedde, Director of the Institute of Global Studies (IGS), Editor in chief of Geopolitics of the 

Middle East 

Diversity and possible synergies at the regional level 

Giovanni Carbone, Professor of Political Science at Università degli Studi - Milano 

The challenge of the access to energy 

Manfred Hafner, Coordinator of the Energy Scenarios and Policies programme at FEEM, Professor 

at Johns Hopkins University (SAIS), Bologna and Professor at Sciences PO (PSIA), Paris 

 

 

Panel 1 – Business model, training and local networks change 

Key note speaker:  

Stefano Mantellassi, Vice President of Energy Solutions, Head of Initiatives in Sub-Saharan Africa 

at Eni 

Speakers: 

- Paulina Tangoba Abayage, Ghana Ambassador to Italy 

- Salvatore D’Alfonso, Director of the Operative Structure “Innovative Projects”, Rete 

Ferroviaria Italiana 

- Luca Puddu, Director of “Programma Africa” at the Institute of Global Studies (IGS) 

 

Panel 2 – Investment opportunities for Small and Medium Enterprises and guarantees for 

investors 

Speakers: 

- Pierluigi D’Agata, General Director of Confindustria Assafrica & Mediterraneo 

- Massimo Zaurrini, Editor in chief of Africa e Affari 

- Livio Mignano, head of SACE domestic network 

 

Conclusions:  

Raul Caruso, Professor of International Economics, Economic Policy and Economics of Crime at 

the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart – Milan. 


